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Staff Senate Meeting Minute 
May 10, 2012 
ARKU 510-511 
 
Members present: Jeremy Battjes, Denise Bignar, Angela Black, Kelly Carter, J’onnelle Colbert-Diaz, 
Elizabeth Cunningham, Angela Davis, Heather England, Tonya Foster, Michael Gibbs, Andy Gilbride, 
Melynda Hart, Roy Hatcher, Natalie Kramer, Jeremy McAtee, Debbie McLoud, Javene Mounce, Sarah 
O’Brien, Eve Owens, Autumn Parker, Michele Payne, Valerie Robertson, Henry Rowe, Gail Simmons, Eric 
Specking, Lisa Turner, Eric Vaught, Trish Watkins 
 
Members absent: Donnie Blagg, Leanna Foshe, Lisa Frye, Chris Nixon 
Guests present:  Gary Smith 
I. The meeting was called to order by Chair, Jeremy Battjes at 9:30am. 
II. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to adopt the agenda as presented. 
III. Roll Call – Eva Owens 
IV. Employee of the Quarter Presentation – Kelly Carter; Kelly recognized the winners of the 
Employee of the Third Quarter. 
V. A motion was made, seconded, and approved to accept the meeting minutes with 
corrections to spelling. 
VI. Parking & Transit Updates – Gary Smith 
a) Construction for Founder’s Hall will begin mid-Summer. 
b) Meadow Street Garage (Lot 67) is scheduled to open mid-July.  Lot 55 will be designated 
for student parking with no overnight parking. 
c) Effective May 14th, Resident Reserved parking will be available for Faculty/Staff. 
d) In Lot 50 on the north section of the lot, will be fenced off on Monday, May 14th for 
Yocum Hall renovations. 
e) The NE and SW stair tower will be replaced in the Stadium Garage this summer. 
VII. Old Business 
a. Preamble By-Law 2nd Reading – Angela Black; A motion was made, seconded, and 
approved to adopt the bylaw changes.  
VIII. Committee reports 
a) Elections – Henry Rowe; Election Committee report is attached to the meeting minutes. 
1. Close Officer Nomination 
The following Senators were nominated for the following offices: 
Jeremy Battjes – Chair, Trish Watkins – Vice-Chair, and  
Sarah O’Brien and Lisa Frye for Secretary.   A motion was made, seconded, and 
approved to vote by acclamation for the Chair and Vice –Chair position. There will 
be elections for the position of Secretary next month. 
b) Internal Affairs – Lisa Frye;  Not present 
c) Scholarship – Michele Payne; The Committee is now accepting applications for the Staff Senate 
Scholarship. The applications are due by June 1, 2012 at 5:00pm.   
d) Special Events – Melynda Hart;  
1. Sign Up for Time Slots – Wednesday & Thursday 
IX. Around the Senate 
a. Debbie  
1. Human Resources have not been notified on the Classified merit increases.  There will 
be a 3% increase for Non-Classified employees. 
2. All Benefits eligible employees received an email and a letter stating contraceptives will 
not be covered at 100% effective July 1, 2012.  The UA System Office is waiting the 
decision from the Supreme Court regarding the Healthcare Reform Act. 
3. Human Resources accepted the Ambassador Award from the Governor’s Work-Life 
Balance Award Banquet for setting the standards for Work-Life Balance. 
b. Jeremy Battjes 
1. Open UA will be a website where every expenditure will be posted to this website 
effective July 1, 2012. 
2. The Primary for the State of Arkansas is May 22, 2012.  Early voting is currently in 
progress. 
3. Jeremy will put together a staff survey to see what the concerns of the staff are.    
 


































ELECTION CLOSING PROCEEDINGS OF APRIL 26, 2012 
At 5:15 PM on Thursday, April 26, 2012 the Staff Senate elections were closed by C. Henry Rowe, Staff 
Senate Elections Committee Chairman. Present in addition to the chair were Leanna Kaye Foshe, 
Elections Committee member, David Wimberly, Basis Staff, Paul Bixby, Basis Staff, and Joy Marie Steely, 
Basis Staff. The elections closed normally and election results were displayed normally. 
Outstanding Elections Committee members were notified of the election results via email and a majority 
of the committee approved the results at 5:36 PM April 26, 2012. 
Jeremy M. Battjes, Staff Senate Chair was notified of the election results via email at 5:28 PM April 26, 
2012. 
All candidates were notified of their status in the election results via email subsequent to the previous 
events.  
The balance of the Staff Senate was notified of election winners via the Staff Senate Listserv at 7:05 PM, 
April 26, 2012. 
Election closing proceedings were closed at 7:06 PM, April 26, 2012. 
C. Henry Rowe 
Staff Senate Elections Committee Chair 
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Stephanie G. Adams 
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